Right: When the
antique blue doors
to the office are
pulled closed, a
cut-out allows
them to open
back, leaving
an intriguingly
shaped archway.
Equally colorful
are paintings by
John Nieto (Plains
Warrior, center)
and Romanian
artist Luminita
Gliga (on right).

work of art
an elegant and livable
Corrales home is a trove of
collected treasures
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n the 16 years they’ve been together, Joe Romero and John Keelin
have traveled the world, stamping their passports in such exotic
locations as Turkey, Peru, Iceland, and, most recently, South Africa.
The couple still enjoys adventuring abroad, but now, upon returning, they get to settle into their personally designed, 3,900-square-foot
home in Corrales, where they’re raising their 7-year-old son Archer. Set
on nearly two acres facing east, the contemporary Southwest Pueblo–
style residence, completed last spring, showcases dramatic views from
large living room windows and the outdoor kitchen and patio.
“The Sandia Mountains are breathtaking and take on a different look
and feel depending on the sun and how it spills over them,” says Romero,
a financial advisor. “When we all get home from a long day, it’s so comforting to see the mountains light up as the sun sets for the night.”
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With beams, brick floors, and
a roaring kiva fireplace, the
tranquil living room embraces
Southwestern style and comfort.
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Above: In the award-winning kitchen,
varying cabinet heights give fluidity to
the space and add visual interest.
Below: Archer takes advantage of
durable, kid-resistant brick flooring to run
through the hallway joining the entry and
dining room (foreground).

The scenery throughout the home is likewise inspired,
a magnificent study in contrasts: the rustic appeal of a
luxurious Northern New Mexico hacienda coupled with
modern conveniences and appointments. Juxtaposing the
clean lines of the great room’s floor-to-ceiling windows
that perfectly frame the vista beyond, a kiva fireplace slopes
in one corner against natural-finished walls. Sleek, modern
fans hang from rough-hewn Douglas fir ceilings spanned
by beams of varying sizes. Except for a few rooms with
elegant, chiseled-edged travertine lava flooring, traditional

“These things we’ve picked up
along the way really personalize
the home for us and remind us
of our travels.”—John Keelin
Above: Colorful pieces of
art and decór stand out
against white gallery walls
and wooden furniture.
“We’re passionate about our
state and its culture—the
Spanish and Native American
influences,” notes Romero.

brick dominates underfoot, another nod to classic hacienda
style. Though rich with an abundance of dark, knotty alder
cabinetry, the kitchen features every contemporary appliance and ingenious contemporary storage options, including a hidden pop-up stand for a KitchenAid mixer.
“It’s a chef’s dream kitchen,” says Keelin, a kindergarten
teacher. “And since I love to cook, I can’t complain.”
In fact, the kitchen scored top honors for its builder,
SUCASAMAGAZINE.COM
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David K. Langham, owner of Home Construction &
Consulting Services, in the Spring 2015 Albuquerque
Homes of Enchantment Parade. Named Best Kitchen in
its category, the spacious cooking area is well appointed
with high-end appliances, plenty of hidden storage and
recessed spice drawers, granite countertops, and, centered above the six-burner stovetop, a Walker Zanger
mosaic accent that pops dramatically against neutral
crema travertine brick tile.
The cabinetry is a point of pride for Langham, an awardwinning custom homebuilder in Albuquerque. “The cabinets aren’t uniform, which presents various reliefs to create
visual interest and spatial effect,” he says. “Design strategies
like this are important in making a room feel right, and I
tried to employ them throughout the home.”
Below: Homeowners Joe Romero (on left), John Keelin, and their
son Archer. In the style of his dads’ master suite, Archer also enjoys
a bedroom that comprises a sleeping area (cool bunk beds!), a
sitting area for game-playing, and an en suite bathroom.

The home’s interior scenery
is a magnificent study in
contrasts: the rustic appeal of a
luxurious Northern New Mexico
hacienda coupled with modern
conveniences and appointments.
One of Langham’s signatures is evident directly upon
entering the front door: a circular skylight with a crossbeam set within it, from which a dramatic, double-layered
chandelier hangs. The combination of geometrics and
natural light “creates a visual illusion of height that draws
the eye upward,” he says. The formal dining features
another chandelier—this one a rectangular array of faux
candles in the hacienda style—hanging from that same
crossbeam-within-a-skylight frame.
In addition to their fondness for entertaining (or just
hanging out with their son in the smaller, enclosed family
room), Romero and Keelin also enjoy their eclectic and
ever-growing array of antiques and art, which inspires a
great deal of the home’s interior aesthetics. For example,
large antique doors, arabesque and roughly painted light
blue, create a dramatic entry to an art-filled and equally
colorful study. Across the hall, another set of antique doors,
these made of mesquite with old iron clavo hinges, open
to the powder room. A true showpiece and a nod to the
homeowners’ travels in Asia and South America, this
guest bath features a stone vessel sink (another previous
acquisition) perched atop a black distressed alder vanity set
against a wall of gorgeous turquoise blue Arto brick tile.
“These things we’ve picked up along the way really
personalize the home for us and remind us of our
travels,” says Keelin.
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Set off slightly from the master bedroom, a sitting area
(left) with a kiva and a wet bar is a nice place to unwind
after a long day.

With classic Southwestern
wood beams and columns,
brick floors, and low-key
furnishings, the master
bedroom is the picture of
rustic simplicity.

Right: Patterns and textures in the
decorative tile, travertine flooring, and
granite countertops play well together in
the warm, masculine master bathroom.
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Of their extensive collection
of New Mexican devotional
art and Dia de los Muertos
figures, Romero says, “It’s so
decorative and beautiful to
look at, and it brings in the
culture of our state.”

Above: German shorthair pointer Frida (as in Kahlo)
shows her best side for the photo shoot.

Romero and Keelin took a leap of
faith that they would be able to find
a way to use the two sets of antique
Mexican doors they purchased
in Carrizozo, New Mexico, long
before the house was built. One set
went into the office (see page 30),
while the other graces the powder
room, a chic, rustic counterpoint to
contemporary Arto wall tile, new
cabinetry, and a stone vessel sink.
The toucan is a piece by ceramicist
Ken Edwards.
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If the home itself is artful, paintings
by renowned Western and New Mexican artists such as William Lumpkins,
Alfred Morang, John Nieto, Richard D.
Thomas, and Edward Gonzales make
it more so. Adjustable drop-down projection frame lights allow the homeowners to spotlight and illuminate one
painting at a time. Romero observes,
“At night in a dark room, the painting
is the only thing lit in the room, and
it appears to be glowing; it’s really an
amazing effect.”
Scattered throughout throughout
Romero and Keelin’s home are other
collected treasures, but there are a few
blank spots on the walls, too—spaces
that are just “waiting for the perfect
piece of art,” says Romero. “We have
very specific tastes, but we’re pretty
much down-to-earth people.”
A peek inside the master bathroom may attest to the claim, considering it includes a rather uncommon
feature for a private residence.
The reverse side of the antique
Mexican doors of the powder room.
“We wanted a urinal. We’re guys,
so we figured what the heck, and
thought it would be fun,” says Joe, adding that the sleek receptacle is
“actually very efficient; it’s completely waterless. And it’s actually really,
really sanitary. Anyone with a young son will know what I mean.”
Archer, in fact, has his own bathroom in an enormous suite decked
out with bunk beds and a sitting area for watching TV and playing
games, guaranteeing he’ll never be wanting for friends to visit. And,
with two charming guest bedrooms, neither will his dads.
One of the couple’s favorite spots in the house is the sitting
room in their master suite, where they’ve placed comfortable
chairs, a kiva, and a wet bar. Though a pair of half-height walls
offers separation from the bedroom, there’s a clear sense that this
area is part of the owners’ personal retreat.
“It’s such a warm, relaxing space,” says Keelin. “It’s the perfect place
to read or just unwind and let go of the day.”

Above: Classic New Mexican in every way
(except for the lack of adobe, say the owners),
the Corrales home captures grand Sandia views.
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